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LETTER I. 


The Biſhop of LONDON Letter to 
* the Maſters and Miſtreſſes of FA. 
milies in the Engliſh Plantations 
abroad ; Exhorting them to encourage 
and promote the Inſtruction of their 
Negroes in the Chriſtian Faith, 
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HE Care of the Plantations 
abroad being committed to 
the Biſhop of LONDON as 
to Religious Aﬀairs; I have 
thought it my Duty to make 
particular Enquiries into the 
| State of Religion in thoſe Parts, and to 
learn, among other Things, what Numbers 
of Slaves are employ'd within the ſeveral 
| . Governments, and what Means are uſed for 
their Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Faith. I 


1 


: find the Numbers are prodigiouſly great ; 
and am not a little troubled, to obſerve how 
| ſmall a Progreſs has been made in a Chri- 
| ftian Country, towards the delivering thoſe 
poor Creatures from the Pagan Darkneſs 


—_— 
— 
x = 1 
* 4 
. , 
+. l 
«3M 
o AW 
N 9 iy 
CE 
* * 9 * " 6 8 
= 5 +> 
= 0 * 
# Fd 
* 4 
by vii 
\ - i 
- + 4 
A 
* 


_—— OT 


* 4 4 * 

and Superſtitition in which they were bred, 
and the making them Partakers of the Light 
of the Goſpel, and of the Bleſſings and Be- 
nefits belonging to it. And, which is yet 
more to be lamented, I find there has not 
only been very little Progreſs made in the 
Work, but that all Attempts towards it have 
been by too many induſtriouſly diſcouraged 
and hinder' d; partly, by magnifying the 
Difficulties of the Work beyond what they 
really are; and partly, by miſtaken Suggeſtions 
of the Change which Bapriſm would make in 
the Condition of the Negroes, to the Loſs and 
Diſadvantage of their Maſters. 

I. As to the Difficulties; it may be pleaded, 
that the Negroes are grown Perſons when they 
come over, and that having been accuſtom'd 
to the Pagan Rites and Idolatries of their 

own Country, they are prejudiced againſt all 

other Religions, and more particularly againſt 

the Chriſtian, as forbidding all that Licentiouſ- 

neſs which is uſually practis d among the 

Heathens. But if this were a good Argument 

againſt attempting the Converſion of Negroes, 

it would follow, that the Goſpel is never to be 
further propagated than it is at preſent; and 
that no Endeavours are to be us'd for .the 
Converſion of Heathens, at any Time, or in 
any 
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any Country whatſoever ;, becauſe-all Heathens * | 


have been accuſtom'd to Pagan Rites and 
Idolatries, and to ſuch vicious and licentious 
Living, as the Chriſtian Religion forbids. But 
yet, God be thank'd, Heathens have been 
converted, and Chriſtianity propagated, in all 
Ages, nn almoſt all Countries, through 
the zeal and diligence of pious and good 
Men; and this, without the Help of Mira- 
cles. And if the preſent Age be as zealous 
and diligent in purſuing the proper Means of 
Converſion, we have no Reaſon to doubt, but 
that the divine Aſſiſtance is, and will be, the 
ſame in all Ages. 

But a further Dithculty is, that they are 
utter Strangers to our Language, and we to 
their's; and the Gift of Tongues being now 
ceas'd, there is no Means left of inſtructing 
them in the Doctrines of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. And this, I own, is a real Difficulty, 
as long as it continues, and as far as it reaches, 
But, if I am rightly inform'd, many of the 
Negroes, who are grown Pericns whka they 
come over, do of themſelves attain ſo much 
of our Language, as enables them to under- 
ſtand, and to be underſtood, in Things which 
concern the ordinary Buſineſs of Life; and 
they who can go ſo far of their own accord, 


might 
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| might Qoubtleſs be cartied much further, if 
proper Methods and Endeavours were us'd to 
bring them to a competent Knowledge of our 
Language, with a pious View to the inſtruct- 
ing them in the Poctrines of our Religion. 
At leaſt, ſome of them, who are more capable 
and more ſerious than the reſt, might be 
eaſily inſtructed both in our Language and 
Religion, and then be made uſe of to 
convey. Inſtruction to the reſt in their own 
Language. And this, one would hope, may 
be done with great Eaſe, wherever there is a 
hearty and ſincere zeal for the Work. 

But whatever Difficulties there may be in 
inſtructing thoſe who are grown up before they 
are brought over ; there are not the like Dit- 
ficulties in the Caſe of their Children, who 
are born and bred in our Plantations, who 
have never been accuſtom'd to Pagan Rites 
and Superſtitions, and who may eaſily be train- 
ed up, like all other Children, to any Lan- 
guage whatſoever, and particularly to our own 
if the making them good Chriſtians be in- 

cerely the Deſire and Intention of thoſe, who 
have the Property in them, and the Govern- 
ment over them. 

But ſuppoſing the Difficulties to be much 
greater than I pant they are not ſuch as 
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tender the Werk ue ſo as to leave no. 
Hope of any Degree of Succeſs; and nothing 
| leſs than an Imprſſib#lity of deing any good at 
| all, can warrant our giving over and laying 
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2 aſide all * 2 ne where the 
. Prop ion of che Goſpel, and the fſavin of 
| . immediately concern d. n 
| Many Undertakings 1 far more imprac- 
ticable before Trial, Yo they are afterwards 
found to be in Experience ; eſpecially, where 
1 there is not a good Heart to go about them: 
And it is frequently obſerv'd, that ſmall Be- 
ginnings, when purſued with Reſolution, are 
attended with great and ſurprizing Succels. 
| But in no Caſe is the Succeſs more great and 
BE. ſurprizing, than when good Men engage in 
the Cauſe of God and Religion, out of a juſt 
| Senſe of the ineſtimable Value of a Soul, bo 
; in a full and well-grounded Aﬀfurancs, that 
| their honeſt Deſigns and Endeavours for the 
| promoting Religion, will be ſupported by a 
ſpecial Bleſſing from God. 
I am loath to think ſo hardly of any Chri- 
„ tian Maſter, as to ſuppoſe ene he can Ale. 
| rateh hinder his Negroes from being inſtructed 
in the Chriſtian Faith; or, which is the ſame 
1 Thing, that he can, upon ſober and mature 
Confideration of the Caſe, finally reſolve to 
ay £*- 
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deny them the Means and Opportunities of In- 
ſtruction : Much leſs may I believe, that he 
can, after he has ſeriouſly weigh'd this Mat- 
ter, permit them to labour on the Lord's Day; 
and leaſt of all, that he can put them under 
a kind of Neceſſity of labouring on that Day, 
to provide themſelves with the Conveniencies of 
Late ; fince our Religion ſo plainly teaches us, 
That God has given one Day in ſeven to be 
a Day of Reſt, not only to Man, but to the 


by Him for the Improvement of the Soul, as 
well as the Refreſhment of the Body; and that 
it is a Duty incumbent upon Maſters, to take 
Care that all Perſons, who are under their 
Government, keep this Day holy, and employ 
it to the pious and wiſe Purpoſes, for which 
God our great Lord and Maſter intended it. 
Nor can I think ſo hardly of any Miſſionary, 


and aſſiſt in the Inſtruction of his Negroes 
(either on that Day, or on any other, when 
he ſhall be more at Leiſure,) as to ſuppoſe that 
he will not embrace ſuch Invitation with the 
utmoſt Readineſs and Chearfulneſs, and give 
all the Help that is fairly conſiſtent with the 
neceſſary Duties of his Function, as a Pa- 
rochial Miniſter. 


If 


Beaſts; That it is a Day which is appointed 


who ſhall be deſir d by the Maſter to direct 
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Wet If it be ſaid, that no Time can be ſpard MM 
'-£Y from the daily Labour and Employment of 1 
wM—_ the Negroes, to inſtru& them in the Chriſtian 
vg Religion; this is in Effect to ſay, that no 
=— Conſideration of propagating the Goſpel of 
# God, or Saving the Souls of Men, is to make 
_ * the aft Abatement from the temporal Profit 
of the Maſters; and that God cannot, or will 
not, make up the little they may loſe in that 
Way, by bleſſing and proſpering their Under- 


4 takings by Sea and Land, as a juſt Reward of 
; their zeal for his Glory, and the Salvation of 
1 * Mens Souls. In this Caſe, I may well reaſon 
1 as St. Paul does in a Caſe not unlike it, that 
> if they make you Partakers of their Temporal 


1 Things, (of their Strength and Spirits, and 
even of their Offspring) you ought to make 
them Partakers of your Spiritual Things, tho 
it ſhould abate ſomewhat of the Profit which 
you might otherwiſe receive from their La- 
bours. And conſidering the Greatneſs of the 
1 Profit that is receiv'd from their Labours, it 
.» might be hop'd that all Chriſtian Maſters, thoſe 
f eſpecially who are poſſeſs d of confiderable 
Numbers, ſhould alſo be at ſome ſmall Ex- 
pence in providing for the Inſtruction of thoſe 
poor Creatures; and that others, whoſe Num- 
bers are leſs, and who dwell in the ſame 


B Neigh- 


RT” (10) 

> Neighbourhood, ſhould join in the Expence 
of a common Teacher, for the Negroes be- 
longing to them. The Society for Propaga- 
ting the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, are ſufficiently 
ſenſible of the great Importance and Neceſſity 1 
of ſuch an eſtabliſh'd and regular Proviſion "+: 
for the Inſtruction of the Negroes, and ear- 
neſtly wiſh and pray, that it may pleaſe God to 
put it into the Hearts of good Chriſtians, to 
enable them to aſſiſt in the Work, by ſeaſonable | 
Contributions for that End ; but at preſent their . 
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Fund does ſcarce enable them to anſwer the : 
many Demands of Miſſionaries, for the Per- k 


ments, which are not in a Condition to main- 


— | WS 5 ” | 
formance of Divine Service in the poorer Settle- | | 
tain them at their own Charge. 


II. But it is further pleaded, that the Inſtru- | 
ction of Heathens in the Chriſtian Faith, is in | 
order to their Baptiſm ; and that not only | 


the Time to be allowed for Inſtructing them, 

would be an Abatement from the Profits of 

their Labour, but alſo that the Baprizing them 

when inſtructed, would deſtroy both the Pro- ; 

perty which the Maſters have in, them, as 

Slayes bought with their Money, and the Right 

of ſelling them again at Pleaſure; and that 

the making them Chriſtians, only, makes them F 

leſs diligent, and more ungovernable. IR f 
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To which it may be very truly reply d, 
that Chriſtianity, and the embracing of the 
Goſpel, does not make the leaſt Alteration 
in Civil Property, or in any of the Duties 
which belong to Civil Relations; but in all 
theſe Reſpects, it continues Perſons juſt in 
the ſame State as it found them. The Free- 
dom which Chriſtianity gives, is a Freedom 
from the Bondage of Sin and Satan, and from 
the Dominion of Mens Lufts and Paſſions 
and inordinate Defires ; but as to their out- 
ward Condition, whatever that was before, 
whether bond or free, their being baptiz d, 
and becoming Chriſtians, makes no manner 
of Change in it: As St. Paul has expreſly 
told us, 1 Cir. vii. 20. where he is ſpeaking 
directly to this very Point, Let every Man 
abide in the ſame Calling, wherein he was called; 
and at the 24th Verſe, Let every Man wherein 
he is called, therein abide with God. And ſo 
far is Chriſtianity from diſcharging Men from 
the Duties of the Station and Condition in 
which it found them, that it lays them un- 
der ſtronger Obligations to perform thoſe 
Duties with the greateſt Diligence and Fidelity, 
not only from the Fear of Men, but from a 
Senſe of Duty to God, and the Belief and 
Expectation of a future Account. 80 that to 
B 2 ſay, 
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612) 
ſay, that Chriſtianity tends to make Men leſs 
Obſervant of their Duty in any Reſpect, is a 
Reproach that it is very far from deſerving; 
and a Reproach, that is confuted by the whole 
Tenor of the Goſpel Precepts, which inculcate 
upon all, and particularly upon Servants 
(many of whom were then in the Condition 
of Slaves) a faithful and diligent Diſcharge 
of the Duties belonging to their ſeveral Sta- 
tions, out of Conſcience towards God : And 
it is alſo confuted by our own Reaſon, 
which tells us how much more forcible and 
conſtant the Reſtraint of Conſcience is, than 
the Reſtraint of Fear; and laſt of all, it is 
confuted by Experience, which teaches us the 
great Value of thoſe Servants who are truly 
Religious, compared with thoſe who have 
no Senſe of Religion. 

As to their being more ungovernable af- 
ter Baptiſm, than before; it is certain, that 
the Goſpel every where enjoyns, not only 
Diligence and Fidelity, but alſo Obedience, for 
| Conſcience Sake; and does not deprive Ma- 
ſters of any proper Methods of enforcing Obe- 
dience, where they appear to be neceſſary. 
Humanity forbids all cruel and barbarous 
Treatment of our Fellow-Creatures, and will 
not ſuffer us to conſider a Being that is en- 
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dow'd with Reaſon, upon a Level with Brutes $M 
and Chriſtianity takes not out of the Hands 8 
of Superiors any Degrees of Strictneſs and 
Severity, that fairly appear to be neceſſary k 
Ns for the preſerving Subjection and Government. 
The general Law, both of Humanity, and 
of Chriſtianity, is Kindneſs, Gentleneſs, and 
4 | Compaſſion, towards all Mankind, of what 
| Nation or Condition ſoever they be; and 
therefore we are to make the Exerciſe of thoſe 
amiable Virtues, our Choice and Deſire, and to 
have Recourſe to ſevere and rigorous Methods 
; unwillingly, and only out of Neceſſity. Of 
this Neceſſity, you your ſelves remain the Judges, 
0 as much after they receive Baptiſm, as before ; 
ſo that Du can be in no Danger of ſuffering 
by the Change; and, as to Them, the greateſt 
Hardſhips that the moſt ſevere Maſter can 
inflict upon them, is not to be compar'd to 
the Cruelty of keeping them in the State of 
Heatheniſm, and depriving them of the Means 
of Salvation, as reach'd forth to a/ Mankind in 
x the Goſpel of Chriſt. And, in Truth, one great 
Reaſon why Severity is at all neceſſary to 
maintain Government, is the Want of Religion 
in thoſe who are to be govern'd, and who 
therefore are not to be kept to their Duty by 
any Thing but Fear and Terror; than my 
; ö there 
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# Mhere cannot be a more ; uneaſy State, either to 
BP” thoſe who govern, or thoſe who are governed. 
III. That theſe Things may make the grea- 
ter Impreſſion upon you, let me beſeech you 
to conſider your ſelves not only as Maſters, 
but as Chriſtian Maſters, who ſtand oblig'd 
by your Profeſſion to do all that your Sta- 
tion and Condition enable you to do, towards 
breaking the Power of Satan, and enlarging 
the — of Chriſt; and as having a 
great Opportunity put into your Hands, of 
helping- on this Work, by the Influence which 
God has given you over ſuch a Number of 
Heathen Idolaters, who ſtill continue under 
the Dominion of Satan. In the next Place, 
let me beſeech you to conſider Them, not 
barely as Slaves, and upon the ſame Level 
with labouring Beaſts, but as Men-Slaves and 
Women-Slaves, who have the ſame Frame and 
Faculties with your ſelves, and have Souls 
capable of being made eternally happy, and 
Reaſon and Underſtanding to receive Inſtru- 
ction in order to it. If they came from 
abroad, let it not be ſaid, that they are as 
far = the Knowledge af Chriſt in a Chri- 
1 Ip tian Country, as when they dwelt among 
Wk "2 Pagan Idolaters. If they have been born 
_— among OY and have never breath'd any 
_ Air 


hs : {Air but that of 4 Chriſtian Countrey, Wo 
them not be as much Strangers to Chriſt; 

as if they had been tranſplanted, as ſoon as 

born, into - 4 Country of P 


Hoping that theſe and the like Confide- © 
rations will move you to lay this Matter 
ſeriouſly to Heart, and excite you to uſe the 
beſt Means in your Power towards ſo good 
and pious a Work; I cannot omit to ſug- 
geſt to you one of the beſt Motives that can 
be us'd, for diſpoſing the Heathens to em- 
brace Chriſtianity; and that is, #he- g 

7 Lives of Chriſtians. Let them ſee, in you and 
8 your Families, Examples of Sobriety, Tem- 
5 perance and Chaſtity, and of all the othe/ 
Virtues and Graces; of the Chriſtian Life! 74 
Let them obſerve how ſtrictly you oblige _»* 
your ſelves, and all that belong to you, to 121 
abſtain from Curſing and Swearing, and to 
keep the Lord's Day holy, and to attend 
the publick Worſhip of God, and the Or-v 

ö dinances which Chriſt hath appointed in his 
1 Goſpel. Make them ſenſible, by the general 
Tenour of your Behaviour and Converſation, M8 
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that your inward Temper and Diſpoſitien 
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| 18 ſuch as the Goſpel requires, that is to 4 by 
1 25 mild, gentle, and merciful; and that 
oft as you exerciſe Rigour and Sexe 
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ere cannot be a more ms State, either to 
" thoſe who govern,, or thoſe who are governed. 
III. That theſe Things may make the grea- 
ter Impreſſion upon you, let me beſeech you 
to conſider your ſelves not only as Maſters, 
but as Chriſtian Maſters, who ſtand oblig'd 
by your Profeſſion to do all that your Sta- 
tion and Condition enable you to do, towards 
breaking the Power of Satan, and enlarging 
the Kingdom of Chriſt; and as having a 
great Opportunity put into your Hands, of 
helping- on this Work, by the Influence which 
God has given you over ſuch a Number of 
Heathen Idolaters, who ſtill continue under 
the Dominion of Satan. In the next Place, 
let me beſeech you to conſider Them, not 
barely as Slaves, and upon the ſame Level 
with labouring Beaſts, but as Men-Slaves and 
Nomen Slaves, who have the ſame Frame and 
Faculties with your ſelves, and have Souls 


Reaſon and Underſtanding to receive Inſtru- 
ction in order to it. If they came from 
abroad, let it not be ſaid, that they are as 
1 far = the Knowledge af Chriſt in a Chri- 
W lian Country, as when they dwelt among 
wy enn Idolaters. If they have been born 
* Jon, and have never breath'd any 
| Air 


capable of being made eternally happy, and 
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Air but that of a Chriſtian Countrey, 1 
them not be as much Strangers to Chriſft 

as if they had been tranſplanted, as ſoon as . ü 

Hoping that theſe and the like Conſide. 

as rations will move you to lay this Matter ; 

k ſeriouſly to Heart, and excite you to uſe the 

beſt Means in your Power towards ſo good 

J and pious a Work; I cannot omit to ſug- 

geſt to you one of the | 
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e beſt Motives that can 
| be us'd, for diſpoſing the Heathens to ems _ * 

brace Chriſtianity; and that is, b good _ 
Lives of Chriftians. Let them ſee, in you and 1 
your Families, Examples of Sobriety, Tem- 
WW perance and Chaſtity, and of all the ohe“ 
5 Virtues and Graces; of the Chriſtian Life! 5 
| Let them obſerve how ſtrictly you. oblige 
N your ſelves, and all that belong to you, to 5 
Y abſtain from Curſing and Swearing,” and to _ 
| keep the Lord s-Day holy, and to attend 
ö the publick Worſhip of God, and the Or- 


| . dinances which Chriſt hath appointed in his « 
g Goſpel. Make them ſenſible, by the general 
Tenour of- your Behaviour and Converſation, "i 


that your inward. Temper and Diſpoſition” 
is ſuch as the Goſpel requires, that is to 1 4 
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